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CONPIDENTIAL KUWAIT 1499 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KU 

SUBJ: KUWAIT MILITARY PROGRAM: SHAIKH SAAD PRESS CONPERENCE 
REF: KUWAIT 1494 

1. SHAIKH SAAD'S REMARKS DURING APRIL 16 PRESS CONPERENCE 
(REFTEL) GENERALLY WERE CONSISTENT WITH OUR UNDERSTANDING OP 
GOK MILITARY PROGRAM. WE NOTE THAT IN DISCUSSING NEGOTIATIONS 
POR SAMS AND RELATED RADAR, SHAIKH SAAD DID NOT REPEAT NOT REFER 
TO CURRENT HAWK/TPS-32 NEGOTIATIONS PRESENTLY UNDERWAY HERE. 

IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT HE DID NOT MENTION EITHER JAGUAR 
OR A-7. REFERENCE TO THESE SYSTEMS WAS BASED ON USG STATEMENT IN 
WASHINGTON. 

2. ALTHOUGH MINDEP SHAIKH SAAD REMARKS SEEM GENERALLY ACCURATE 
PRESS HAS ONE OR TWO INCORRECT STATEMENTS. ONE PAPER FOR EXAMPLE, 
INDICATED KUWAITIS CONSIDERING PURCHASE OF F-4 PHANTOM AIRCRAFT. 
IN ADDITION, REUTERS STORY INDICATING FRENCH RADAR AND EARLY 
WARNING SYSTEM PART OP F-1 PACKAGE ALSO STRIKES US AS INCORRECT. 
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REUTERS STORY ALSO INCORRECT IN SAYING 32 P-IS SOLD. OUR 
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INFORMATION IS THAT 20 PLANES, INCLUDING 2 TRAINERS WERE SOLD. 

THEREFORE COST SHOULD BE WELL BELOW 1500 MILLION ERANCS AS RE- 
PORTED FROM PARIS BY REUTERS. 

3. ALTHOUGH, MIRAGE DEAL UNDERSTANDABLY CAPTURED HEADLINES, 

DURING PRESS CONFERENCE, SHAIKH SAAD MADE IT CLEAR THAT KUWAITIS 
WILL BE RELYING ON BRITISH AND AMERICANS AS WELL IN OBTAINING 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND RELATED TRAINING. WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING 
KUWAITI INTEREST IN POSSIBLE DEALS WITH SOVIET UNION HE SEEMED 
TO PLAY DOWN ANY POSSIBLE DEALS WITH MOSCOW. 

MCCLELLAND 
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